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2H.2: LESSON PLAN 
Title Making Inferences and Developing Empathy: Impact of Camino Real, 

Pueblo Revolt, and the Missionaries on the People of New Mexico  
 

Subject 
 
History    

 
Grade Level 6-12 

 

Time 1-2 hours 
 

Purpose Students compare and contrast visual images from the Mundos de Mestizaje 
fresco with source documents and make inferences about those depicted in 
the images as a way of understanding the significance of people and places 
from New Mexico history.   

Key Questions 1. What was life like for the different people during each of the 
historical events: Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, Pueblo Revolt, 
and Catholic Missionaries/Printing Press?  

2. What is empathy? Why is empathy important?  
3. What might those depicted in the fresco have thought and said? 

Values Empathy, Historical Knowledge, Complexity  
 

Materials & Resources Virtual tour of the fresco; fresco image guide, images SE7, SE2, and PW4; 
Fresco Images Handout; Thoughts and Dialogue (2 sheets); Sample Primary 
Resource: The Pueblo Revolt; Note-taking Guide; large chart paper 

 
Activities 

 
1. Divide students into groups. Each group receives primary and 

secondary source materials about an image depicted in the fresco:  
a. Camino Real de Tierra Adentro (SE7) 
b. Pueblo Revolt (SE2)  
c. Padre Antonio José Martinez (PW4)  

2. Students use their New Mexico history textbooks and other history 
resources to research the topic they have been assigned.  

3. Students write notes that capture key information about the historical 
event they have been assigned.  

4. As groups discuss important information about their event, the class 
(with teacher modeling at the board) takes notes on their organizer.  

5. Students discuss the following question: What was life like for the 
different people involved in each of the events?  

6. Students receive a copy of the Thoughts and Dialogue sheets.  
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7. Facilitate a discussion on empathy.  
8. Project one of the images from the fresco on the large screen. Ask 

students to imagine what the people in the image were thinking and 
saying. Use dialogue bubbles to add thoughts and dialogues to the 
people in the image.  

9. Students use their own copies of the images to add thought and 
dialogue bubbles. Encourage and require students to incorporate 
some of the information learned into their dialogues.  

10. In their groups, students read/share their thought/dialogue bubbles to 
one another.  

11. Post the dialogue images around the room and have students do a 
gallery walk for viewing.  

12. Extension: Students conduct additional research and locate other 
primary source documents related to the Camino Real, Pueblo Revolt, 
and Padre Antonio José Martinez (Printing Press/Catholic Missionaries). 
Students summarize the documents and add the document to a 
timeline.  
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Evaluation/Assessment Share results of the lesson with the NHCC; formative and summative 
assessment (e.g. Edutopia; CRLT); state assessment tools. 
 
 
 

Additional Resources 
 

Shifting Boundaries. New Mexico History Museum.  
http://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/boundaries 
 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. New Mexico History Museum.  
http://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/treaty 
 
Threads of Memory/Spiritual Conquest: The Missions. New Mexico History 
Museum.  http://nmhistorymuseum.org/threadsofmemory/exhibition/spiritual-
conquest-the-missions.php 
 
Mexican American War: Interactive Timeline. PBS.  
http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwawr/timeline_flash.html 
 
Escobar, José. “New Mexico Legends: Popé. Episodes from the Pueblo Revolt 
of 1680.” Translated by A. Gabriel Meléndez. Santa Fe Nativa: A Collection of 
Nuevomexicano Writing, edited by Rosalie C. Otero, et al. University of New 
Mexico Press, 2009, pp. 20-34.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://nhccnm.wufoo.com/forms/z7idh351ij4876/
https://www.edutopia.org/topic/performance-assessment
http://crlt.umich.edu/tstrategies/tsfse?pagewanted=all
http://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/boundaries
http://www.nmhistorymuseum.org/treaty
http://nmhistorymuseum.org/threadsofmemory/exhibition/spiritual-conquest-the-missions.php
http://nmhistorymuseum.org/threadsofmemory/exhibition/spiritual-conquest-the-missions.php
http://www.pbs.org/kera/usmexicanwawr/timeline_flash.html
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